



CHAPTER I  
INTRODUCTION  
  
1.1 Background of the Study  
As the international language, English is a language for science 
and technology. English is very important for Indonesia people, because 
Indonesia need an understanding of English with correctly. Therefore 
English learning from a young level is very much needed in developing 
countries like Indonesia. English begins to play an active role at the first 
middle school level which became the basis and had an important role in 
getting skills that can give provision and abilities for the student in the 
future.  
 
 In English learning, there are 4 important skills that must be 
mastered by the language learners. These 4 things are speaking, writing, 
listening and reading. The skill is divided into 2, namely productive skills 
(speaking, writing) and receptive skills (reading and listening). In this 
study, the researcher will only focus the research on the productive ability 
that is the ability to writing. In writing, there are several problems faced by 
students such as vocabulary and grammar that are considered the biggest 
problem in English because writing Indonesian is different from the rules 
of writing English  
 
Generally speaking, writing is the most difficult skill to master in 
learning English and other languages. According to Richard & Renandya, 
(2002) in Fauziati (2010: 123) this is due not only to need and generate 
ideas using an appropriate choice of vocabulary, sentence, and paragraph 
organization but also turn such ideas invisible text" Errors in writing can 
also be grammar errors and meanings error in transferring ideas from the 






Writing is the result of thinking which is then poured into writing 
that might be read by another person, whether or not good writing based 
on communicative competencies can be obtained through writing. If 
students are able to agree and understand these competencies, they can 
prove the language competence that is within them and ready to write what 
they think. According to Bachman (1990: 87) there are 2 underlying parts 
of what is language competence; these two parts are pragmatic 
competence and organizational competence. Pragmatic competence is the 
ability to search for meaning that is written and then write it back into the 
text using its own language, while organizational competency is a skill that 
is possessed to understand writing and then form a thesis or sentence that 
has the same meaning correctly. With that statement, the author concluded 
that writing is one of the important and mastered skills. 
 
Like some definitions that have been explained above, writing is a 
skill that is classified as complicated because it requires more than one 
activity, namely thinking, remembering that is done in conjunction to get 
good results, it is very difficult because as writers we are required to have 
a lot of energy and level to high focus and to get things like that, the writer 
must learn continuously and practice as routine as possible. 
 
Descriptive text is one of the various types of text that are studied 
at the level of education in Indonesia. Because after all, descriptive 
material is very necessary for the increasing of our English proficiency. 
Some of the most famous authors, especially fiction writers, have a good 
skill in writing of descriptive text so that their writing is very readable and 
easy to understand 
 
 According to Kane (2000:352), descriptive text is meaningful text 





sound, taste is. Most descriptive text is about visual experience, but in fact 
experience other than the sense of sight, we can also use it make 
descriptive text. In the other hand, Oshima and Houge states that 
“description is writing about how something or someone looks and uses 
space order”. Moreover, Dorothy E Zemach also states that descriptive 
paragraph explain how someone or something looks or feels. 
 
 
Error analysis is an analyzing activity that aims to find out how 
well someone knows the target language, knows how someone learns the 
language and obtains information about errors in learning a foreign 
language. According to Saville-Troike (2006: 38) error analysis is a basic 
approach knowledge of SLA which includes an internal focus on learner’s 
creativity ability to build language.   
 
 
1.2 Scope of Problem  
To avoid the research becomes wider, the study is limited and 
focused on analyzing student grammatical errors in descriptive text 
writing. The grammatical errors are classified as Singular-plural, word 
form, word choice, verb tense, add a word, omit a word, word order, 
incomplete sentence, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, article, meaning 
not clear. The researcher will choose SMPI PK Muhammadiyah Delanggu 











1.3 Problem Statement  
Based on the scope of the study above the problem study is formulated 
as follows:  
 
1. What are the errors made by 7th-grade students in SMPI PK 
Muhammadiyah Delanggu in creating descriptive text?  
2. What are the errors most frequently occur when creating a descriptive 
text in grade 7 students in SMPI PK Muhammadiyah Delanggu?  
3. What are the causes of errors made by grade 7 students in SMPI PK 




1.4 Objective of Study  
The objectives of this study are :  
1. to find out errors made by 7th-grade students in SMPI PK 
Muhammadiyah Delanggu in creating a descriptive text,  
2. to find out the most frequently occur errors when creating descriptive 
text by 7th-grade students in SMPI PK Muhammadiyah Delanggu, and  
3. to find out the cause of errors made by grade 7 students in SMPI PK 
Muhammadiyah Delanggu when creating the descriptive text. 
 
  
1.5 Benefits of Study  
  
1. For English teachers  
The researcher wants to help the English teacher in learning 
process and also gives suggestions for them to know, understand the 
way to solve student errors in writing especially descriptive text on 






2. For the students  
It is very important to understand the correct grammatical for 
writing because English is a language that used many patterns and 
complex structure which used different grammars or vocabularies in 
each kind of sentence so that the students have more knowledge about 
writing and also be able to produce good writing.  
3. For the researcher  
It can be something to be searched and to find the solution, strategy 
or method for the students in order to decrease the errors.  
4. For the school  
For school, it gives more information about the students' 
background in their school why they did the errors then the teacher can 
follow up on this problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
